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'Limitations of semen analysis as a
test of male fertility and anticipated
needs from newer tests

Semen analysis is the first step to identify male factor infertility. Standardized methods of semen analysis are available allowing ac-
curate assessment of sperm quality and comparison among labhoratories. Population-hased reference ranges are available for standard
semen and sperm parameters. Sperm numbers and morphology are associated with time to natural pregnancy, whereas sperm motility
may be less predictive. Routine semen analysis does not measure the fertilizing potential of spermatozoa and the complex changes that

gccur in the female re mﬂuctwe ract EETDI‘E TEHI[IZHUDI]. W HE Hiﬁ]‘ asmsteﬁ repmﬂuctmn tEC[iHUIDgy |MI| 15 reqmreﬁ Hepenﬂs not DI][)?’

on male factors but female fecundity. Newer tests should predict the success of fertilization
in vitro and the outcome of the progeny. (Fertil Steril® 2014;102:1502-7. ©2014 by American Society for Reproductive Medicine.)
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New generation of diagnostic tests for infetilty: Review of

— specialized semen tests

Abstract: The initial evaluation of the subfertile male includes a through history and physical examination, semen
analyses, and hormonal evaluation. However, a normal spermiogram does not necessarily correlate with fertility potential,
Decauise it does not assess sperm function. For this reason, specialized semen tests have been developed to test various
aspects of spermatozoal function. This article reviews basic male reproductive physiology, as well as clinically utilized
advanced seminal tests, including their methodology andimplications for reproductive technology outcomes and fecundity.
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Lancet 1998;352:1172~7+
VIEAETN /'e UTroyovmwv CEUYOPIWV: ONUAVTIKN
SIIKa /\Jl PN WG TTPOG TNV CUYKEVTPWON, KIVATIKOTNTA
1<ef] llOC @)\oylcx TWV OTTEPUATOCWAPIWY JETACU TWV
\/O\,/JL V. KOl UTTOYOVIHWV avOPWV

J":-*—-'_'—" N Engl J Med. 2001; 345: 1388-93
Za 20-30% UTTOYOVIN WY avOPWV TO OTTEPUOBIAYPAUUO

EIVAI «(pUOIOAOYIKO» (OEV EVTOTTICEI KATTOIO AEITOUPYIKN
QVETTOPKEIO UTTEUBUVN YIa TNV UTTOYOVINOTNTA)

Int Braz J Urol. 2014;40:443-53 | &R
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..penetration of cervical mucus

e \-»-;/ ..capacitation - hyperactivation

..penetration of corona radiata
.« (for which capacitation is
i\\ﬁ a necessary)
4 ... dissolution of zona pellucida
-Sperm receptor
-Acrosomal reaction
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- Ege /EG OOKIJATIEG EAEYXOU EIOIKWIV:
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NEPOUGCIa AVTICTTEPUOTIKWYV avnowumwv

YHO =00 IWTIKA OIOYKWOo N (NYPO-0SmMOo velling test) ™
VIETPRGN KIvNTIKOTNTAG PE XPAoN O(UTc’)uchou AVAAUTH)
(Ceylelt pE’i - Assisted Sperm Analysis, CASA)
WZIVOEDT] |UE T dlagavn) (wvn (hemizona assay)

.~ F\\/; Of o(or] OKPOOoWMPOTOC (acrosin test)

il}:r OOUTIKOTNTA GE £TEPOAOYO WAPIO

== (penetratlon assay or zona-free hamster oocyte test)
 [1poodiopiopoc ROS 010 OTTEPUATIKO UYPO

 BAaec DNA otrepparolwapiwy
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AVTIGﬁi}IQTIKd avriowpoaTa (IgG kai IgA)

-~ - KaTaoTpocpn Gﬂapp/Cwaplwv (VEKPOOTTEPUIQ)

» |IBT/MAR test (cuykOAAuon >50% oTtreppaTolWapiwy)
o EmReRaiwon ue TN doKipaoia TpaxnAIKNg BAavvng

(KAIVIKO ONUAVTIKO OTTOTEAECUQ)
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AeKIpaoia TpaxNAIKNG BAEvvaG
postcoital test, Simms-Huhner

MICROSCOPIC VIEW |7
: [

Ej0Jele
EI0000C oTTEpUOTOlWAPIWY ETTITPETTETAI UOVO KT
gwoeuAaKlopanTlKﬁ TTEPIOOO (Ioproyovmr’]
= 0pOOTNPIOTNTA =» aAAQYN QUO/XNUIKWV 1310TNTwY TB
* [IpooTaTevel Ta oTreppaTolwdpia
~(6EIVa KOATTIKG UYPA Kal pOayOKUTTApWOon)
e H OoKIiyaaoia eAEYXEI TIC TTAPAPETPOI TNC TB
KOTA TNV woppncia (OyKOC, EKTACIUOTNTA), —
N BIwoIgdTNTA-KIVATIKOTNTA oTTepuaTolwapiwy |§»F
9-24h petd emaQn cotitizon, P R
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. m’nrlg Blwolpomm TWV OKIVNTWV OTTEPU/CWaPIWV

= EVOE| N 1T XapNnARC KIvnTIKOTNTAC (<5-10%)

-—M JEKPOOTTEPUIO — aKIvnoia

ﬁ*l‘eﬂoeamcn OTTEPU/CWAPIWY OE UTTOTOVO UECO
-Eav-T1o omrepu/Cwaplio ival CwVTavo, VEPO EICEPXETAI
OTO KUTTOPOTTACQCO O = £CIOWON WONWTIKOTNTOC ==
£coidonNon oupac

»  QPuoloAoyikn dokipyaoia: >60% pe dI0yKwon

2uveodpia EOE, 17 louviou 2015, X. MapouAdkng: c.mamoulakis@med.uoc.gr




AUTOPETEIOINKEVN OVAAUCH,/CREPUATOG .

(Eomputer Assisted Sperm A aly‘s@-QASAa_

"“-'

. EKTIJA - ToIKIAIC TOPOUETPWV:
SAPIBOG

3 VK AVA ,pu)o'r]
J\/|OF)(J)O/ oyia

sV OTATA KOl ID1AITEPA XAPAKTNPIOTIKA Kivno ’qé

w TnTa—ypapleomTa) UN avTIANTITA OTTO TO PATI
HAcovekTel OTNV EKTIUNON TNC UTTEPEVEPYOTTOINONC
MelovaKTel OTNV EKTIUNON TOU apIBuOoU (0 avaAUTNC
dev CEXWPICEI OTTEPUATOCWAPIO ATTO KATECTPAUUEVA
oToIXEia (debris) @ualoAoyIKO OTO EKOTTEPUATIOUO

u tw

* O pOAOG OTNV TTPOYVWON TNG YOVIUOTNTOG
TTAOPAUEVEI KOTA KUPIO AOYO EPEUVNTIKOC
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AoKIpJeGIa ouvoeong ME TN Olagavn Cwvn

Aokiyacoia nuICwvng: hemizona assay)
e

o

—_—

ATTOHOVWoN, PZ (ovBpwmivo wdpio)
giiBIeToun PZ (e0WT. OUCT. EAEYXOU)
/ SZ ETIWAON Pe OTTEPUa aoBevoug: A
/- H/ ETNUOOON PE OTTEPUA YOVILOU O0TN
posit ive control): B

= Npevon Jue bopiCouca XPWOTIKN
""'ﬁnpncn A/B (<30%: TTaB0A0YIKO)
_[1aBoAoyikr) doKIpaoia CUOXETICETAI PE

YapnAa tmooooTa emituyiac IVF

g
o
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EXTiiRen ovTidpaons aKPOOWUATOS

Outer acrosomal Va7 Ty __-1_;:_ G X, s Zona pellucida

Acrosome  membrane
Inner acrosomal

Plasma membrane membrane : L/ S , 68 P o _Qolemma

Inner acrosomal
membrane

Nucleus

Acrosome intact
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Y6po)\uon ECWTEPIKNC HEPPPAVNC OKPOOWHPATOC OTAV
- OUVOEDEl ue ZP: eAcuBépwon udPOAUTIKWY eVEUPWYV
(avTiOpaon aKPOOWUATOC)
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EKTiIRGN ovTidpaons 0KPOCWUATOG

J  Mediawnich

o Acgiyyata pe 5-30% avTidopwvTa
oTTEPU/CWapIa EXOUV UWNAOTEPO
OUVAMIKO YOVIUOTTOINONG

e 2UOXETION BaBuou avridpaong —

TTOoOOTOU emmiTu)iac IVF

* |010TTAONC UTTOYOV/OUOG: 25% reaction failure
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AoKIPJaoTa OIEIGOUTIKOTNTAG TOU OTTEPUATO(WOPIOU O€

ENEPOABY 0, WApPIo. (zona-free harrﬁtgg@éﬁé' test)

_—
EAEYNEI TO TEAIKO BN TG YOVILOTIOINGNG
GUVOEGT [Ue WOKUT. UePBpavn-cuvTncn-cicoooc DNA)

NEWRWoPOopPoU Oiokou — PZ wapiwv hamster
Ef0oN e dinyepUEva avBp. OTTEPUAT/CWAPIT

(i (\/Hoc Gr] OKPOOWUATOC)

= n_;r ylouog TTOOOOTOU WAPIWYV TTOU UTTECTNOQAV

0 UGF] N MEOOU apIBuoU OIEICOUCEWY ava wapIo
'T-ZUU)_(ETIGF] OTTOTEAECATOC — TTOCOCTOU £mTiTUXiag IVF
e MeydAo TTOOOOTO WEUDWC APVNTIKWYV ATTOTEAECUATWY
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*HDOWG’-U()Q ROS ammepuaTtikou uypoU -

ZEXAURAAE uyKaVproelg €ival ATTOPAITATEG v|a~ﬁ|=r=|'V"
VEPYOT |n0r] TWV OTTEPHOTOLWAPIWV
J

BUWRAEG GUYKEVIPWOEIG(>10%) TTpokaAouv. .

OGEIOLITIH r| BAGBN oTa TTOAUOKOPEOTA AITTAPA OCEQ TNG

’_J Ffef r)_ms: UEMBPAVNC:

WWAGEEVOOTIEP IO, DlaTapaAXEG oUVTNENG HE TO WAPIO,
orrjr - TIKég BAaBec Tou DNA Twv otrepuaTolwapiwy

S AUENPEVA ETTITTESA OTO 25-40% UTTOYOVIPWY QVOPWV

ﬁ;EKTIHF]OT] 0&eIdWTIKOU stress otrepu/{wapiwy JE
“YNUEIOPWTAUYEIX

» H eviaon Tou oNUATOC CUCXETICETAI AVTIOTPOPA PE TN

VYOVIMOTTOINTIKN IKAVOTNTA TWV CTTEPMATOLWAPIWY
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AOKINOOTEC EKTINNONC aKEPAIOTNTOG DNA
S— n— ——
Bilahoiwoelg Tou DNATwY oTTep

AMIBTEACUV. CNUOVTIKA QITi0l UTTOYOVIUOTNTA
RVOOEAT OO[UN XPWHATIVAG, HIKPOEAAEIYEIC,
VEU! m\ogro Ol00TTO0N O(Auooléwv K.A.TT.
VIENIOTO € ITpS'ITTO OpPIO OTTEPUATOCWAPIWY PE BAGPREC
DINA: ”6‘ 3

m:Ltr- Gn LE OlapopPEC PEBOOOUC (aueECO Kal EUUECQ)
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UUTTEPACHATIKO
SVAGUVAEIaToIaxwpIcuou mUwv-unovéw avﬁpw"\'/'_—
BVIIPFKOFOOEICN AAAOIWUEVWV AEITOUPYIKWY TTAPAUETPWV
=OUVeIGTNTaTTPOodeoNG (Hyaluronic binding assay)
SEvcupaTs K ©pdon (acrosin test)

~ &[CejV JQTO( aKivnTwy (hypo-osmotic swelling test)

~ oJf3 IUOJ KN IKavoTnTa (penetration assay)

= —=—I-

SROnaoToon yevetikou uAikou (DFI, TUNEL, FISH)
5 au ropaTtomoinon (CASA) éxel

_.—-_,_n_ '-"-_'_

= —qreplopiopouc (ekTipnon apiBuou — yopgoAoyiac)

4

g

== jT__)\govsKTr]pchcx (EKTIUNON UTTEPEVEPYOTTOINONG)
/e Oivel oTOIXEIO VIO Yuvaikeio TTapdyovTta (post-coital test)

* H 1eAeuTaia ekdoon odnyiwyv (WHO 2010) £xer eyeipel
KPITIKEC VIO TO KOTA TTOOO KOAQ Ol TIMEC avaAPOPAC
QVTIKATOTTPICOUV TIC ETTI MEPOUC EBVIKEC/YEWYPOAPIKEC
TTAUBUO UIOKEC 1I01AITEPOTNTEC
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